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TAGS: PINS, TO 

SUBJECT: PLOTTERS ARRESTED 

1 . EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT THREE TOGOLESE ARMY OFFICERS WERE 
ARRESTED LAST WEEK FOR PLOTTING THE ASSASSINATION OF EYADEMA AND 
OTHER HIGH OFFICERS: CAPT. ESS AO GNENOU, QUARTERMASTER SERVING 

IN LOME AND BROTHER OF PRESIDENT'S WIFE; CAPT. GNAROU ATAKE, 
SECOND-IN-COMMAND OF THIRD BATTALION AT LAMA-KARA; AND MAJ. 
BASSABI BONFOH, COMMANDER OF FOURTH BATTALION AT TEMEDJIA 
AND ALSO BROTHER-IN-LAW OF EYADEMA. FOURTH OFFICER ENGAGED IN 
PLOT, CAPT. TOI PITEKEYOU BALOUKI, WAS INFORMANT AND HAS PROBABLY 
ENHANCED HIS STATURE. COL. ASSILA, SECOND-RANKING GOT ARMED 
FORCES OFFICER, WHO HEARD OF PLOT BUT DID NOT TAKE IT SERIOUSLY 
AND ONLY ADVISED GNENOU TO STOP CRITICIZING PRESIDENT, HAS 
BEEN REPRIMANDED FOR NOT INFORMING PRESIDENT. 

2. ALLEGED MOTIVES OF PLOTTERS WERE BLOCKING OF PROMOTION LADDER 
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MIS-MANAGEMENT OF TOGOLESE PUBLIC FUNDS, AND EYADEMA'S SUPPOSED 
DISLIKE OF YOUNGER NORTHERN OFFICERS WHO ARE BETTER EDUCATED THAN 
HIMSELF. GNENOU AND ATAKE ARE KABYE (CABRAIS-EYADEMA'S ETHNIC 
GROUP). BONFOH IS A BASSARI. 

3. COMMENT: PLOT AND ARRESTS HAVE NOT BEEN REPORTED IN PRESS, 

BUT BECOMING KNOWN THROUGH WELL FUNCTIONING RUMOR CHANNELS. 

NO HINT THAT ANY FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT IS SUSPECTED. 

4. ARRESTEES ARE ALL NORTHERNERS WHO HAVE UP TO NOW BEEN CON- 
SIDERED STALWARTS OF EYADEMA REGIME. THEIR BETRAYAL MUST BE 
INTENSELY UNSETTLING TO PRESIDENT. HIS PUBLIC DEMEANOR AT INDEPEN- 
DENCE DAY CEREMONIES, HOWEVER, CONTAINED NO SUGGESTION OF 
UNUSUAL CONCERN. NEVERTHELESS, INCIDENT PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO 
TENSIONS WHICH WE BELIEVE EXIST IN NORTHERN TOGO. 
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